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NATIONAL LEADERSHIP PROGRAM NAMES NEW CLASS OF FELLOWS 
Class Selected from Among Academic Health’s Most Promising Women Leaders 

 
PHILADELPHIA (June 8, 2009) – Fifty-three senior women faculty have been selected for the 2009-
2010 class of fellows in the Hedwig van Ameringen Executive Leadership in Academic Medicine® 
(ELAM) Program for Women at Drexel University College of Medicine. ELAM® is the only 
national program dedicated to preparing senior women faculty for leadership at academic health 
centers. The new fellows represent 49 medical, dental, and public health schools. 
 
“We welcome our 15th class of fellows and look forward to being part of their learning and growth 
as leaders over the coming year,” said Diane Magrane, M.D., the new director of Drexel University 
College of Medicine’s Center for Executive Leadership in Academics, which hosts the ELAM 
program. “The ELAM fellowship experience is like no other, providing opportunities for self-
reflection, application of new concepts and perspectives, and entry into a network of women leaders 
eager to support each other’s advancement.” 
 
The ELAM curriculum adapts lessons in executive management and institutional leadership, such as 
strategic finance, organizational dynamics, and personal and professional effectiveness, to the 
academic health center environment. These develop over the course of an intense program that 
incorporates three week-long in-residence sessions, application and further development of lessons 
at their institutions, and use of new information technologies for distance learning and community-
building.  
 
During their year with ELAM, fellows gain a broader and deeper knowledge of the challenges 
facing academic health centers through meetings with national leaders in the field, interactions with 
their peers in the program, and interviews with a wide range of senior officers at their own 
institutions.  Fellows also undertake a long-term project that addresses an institutional need or goal 
while providing an opportunity for leadership and greater visibility.  
 
ELAM’s mission is to increase the number of women in senior leadership positions, and, in so 
doing, to change the culture of academic health centers to become more inclusive of different 
perspectives and more responsive to changing social agendas.  Some 20 percent of its 569 graduates 
currently serve in the highest-level leadership ranks, from associate dean through university 
president, including: 
 

• 5 of the 15 current women deans at U.S. medical schools 
• 5 of the 13 women deans at U.S. dental schools 
• 2 of 12 women deans at U.S. public health schools.  
• In medical schools, 24% of women department chairs and 27% of associate and vice deans 

are ELAM graduates.  
 
 

— more — 
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“ELAM’s success relies upon the powerful partnerships that have developed among the program, its 
strong network of alumnae, and the institutional leaders that provide continuing support,” 
acknowledges Magrane. “Our founding directors realized that this comprehensive approach to 
leadership development would have far-reaching impact. Dr. Page Morahan believed graduates 
would prove their ability to manage the challenges of leadership and help their institutions to 
navigate the curricular, organizational and policy changes needed to improve education, research, 
practitioner training, and ultimately the delivery of health services to the public. This new class 
joins a pool of very talented leaders and furthers our progress towards achieving our goals.” 
 
ELAM is a core program of the Institute for Women’s Health and Leadership® at Drexel University 
College of Medicine in Philadelphia, PA. The Institute continues the legacy of advancing women in 
medicine that began in 1850 with the founding of the Female Medical College of Pennsylvania, the 
nation’s first women’s medical school and a predecessor of today’s Drexel University College of 
Medicine. For more information on the ELAM program curriculum, faculty, and participants, visit 
www.drexelmed.edu/elam. 

 
2009-2010 Fellows 

 
Meenakshy K. Aiyer, M.D. 
Vice Chair, Department of Medicine 
Associate Professor of Clinical Medicine 
University of Illinois at Chicago College of Medicine - 
Peoria 
 
Christine A. Arenson, M.D. 
Co-Director, Jefferson Inter-Professional  
Education Center 
Director, Division of Geriatric Medicine,  
Department of Family and Community Medicine 
Associate Professor of Family and  
Community Medicine 
Jefferson Medical College of  
Thomas Jefferson University 
 
Jill M. Baren, M.D., M.B.E. 
Director, Pediatric Emergency Medicine Education 
Associate Professor of Emergency Medicine 
Associate Professor of Pediatrics 
University of Pennsylvania School of Medicine 
 
Yolanda T. Becker, M.D. 
Co-Director, Core Day Curriculum 
Associate Professor of Surgery 
University of Wisconsin at Madison  
School of Medicine and Public Health 
 
Vivian M. Bellofatto, Ph.D. 
Vice Chair for Research, Department of Microbiology 
and Molecular Genetics 
Professor of Microbiology and Molecular Genetics 
University of Medicine and Dentistry of New Jersey, 
New Jersey Medical School 
 
Maria Ines Boechat, M.D. 
Chief, Section of Pediatric Radiology,  
Department of Radiological Sciences 
Professor of Radiology and Pediatrics 
University of California, David Geffen  
School of Medicine at UCLA 
 

Deborah J. Bowen, Ph.D. 
Chair, Department of Community Health Sciences 
Professor of Community Health Sciences 
Boston University School of Public Health 
 
Brenda A. Bucklin, M.D. 
Senior Associate Chair for Educational and  
Academic Affairs, Department of Anesthesiology 
Director of Obstetrical Anesthesia,  
Department of Anesthesiology 
Professor of Anesthesiology 
University of Colorado Denver School of Medicine 
 
Penny Z. Castellano, M.D. 
Chief Medical Officer, The Emory Clinic 
Chief Quality Officer, The Emory Clinic 
Associate Professor of Obstetrics and Gynecology 
Emory University School of Medicine 
 
Anees B. Chagpar, M.D., M.Sc., M.P.H. 
Academic Advisory Dean, School of Medicine 
Director, Multidisciplinary Breast Program 
Associate Professor of Surgery 
University of Louisville School of Medicine 
 
Heidi S. Chumley, M.D. 
Senior Associate Dean for Medical Education 
Associate Professor of Family Medicine 
University of Kansas School of Medicine 
 
Deborah M. DeMarco, M.D. 
Associate Dean, Graduate Medical Education 
Professor of Medicine 
University of Massachusetts Medical School 
 
Luisa Ann DiPietro, D.D.S., Ph.D. 
Director, Center for Wound Healing and  
Tissue Regeneration 
Professor of Microbiology and Immunology 
Professor of Periodontics 
University of Illinois at Chicago College of Dentistry 
 



Patricia A. Donohoue, M.D. 
Section Chief, Endocrinology and Diabetes, 
Department of Pediatrics 
Director, Pediatric Endocrinology Fellowship Program 
Director, Endocrinology Program at the  
Children's Hospital of Wisconsin 
Professor of Pediatrics 
Medical College of Wisconsin 
 
Rena N. D'Souza, D.D.S., Ph.D. 
Chair, Department of Biomedical Sciences 
Professor of Biomedical Sciences 
Baylor College of Dentistry  
The Texas A & M University System 
 
Margarita L. Dubocovich, Ph.D. 
Chair, Department of Pharmacology and Toxicology 
Professor of Pharmacology and Toxicology 
University at Buffalo State University of New York 
School of Medicine & Biomedical Sciences 
 
Patricia Jacques Emmanuel, M.D. 
Associate Dean for Clinical Research 
Director, Clinical and Translational Science Institute 
Medical Director, Pediatric HIV Program for  
Tampa/St. Petersburg, All Children's Hospital 
Professor of Pediatrics 
University of South Florida College of Medicine 
 
Karen A. Fagan, M.D. 
Chief, Division of Pulmonary and  
Critical Care Medicine, Department of Medicine 
Associate Professor of Medicine 
University of South Alabama College of Medicine 
 
Jennifer F. Havens, M.D. 
Vice Chair, Department of Child and  
Adolescent Psychiatry 
Chief, Department of Child and  
Adolescent Psychiatry, Bellevue Hospital Center 
Associate Professor of Child and  
Adolescent Psychiatry 
New York University School of Medicine 
 
Deborah L. Helitzer, Sc.D. 
Assistant Dean for Research Education 
Professor of Family and Community Medicine 
University of New Mexico School of Medicine 
 
Shuk-mei Ho, Ph.D. 
Director, Center for Environmental Health 
Jacob G. Schmidlapp Professor and Chair, 
Department of Environmental Health 
Director, Urologic Research, Department of Surgery 
Director, Genomics and Microarray Laboratory 
University of Cincinnati College of Medicine 
 
 
 

Jean T. Jacob, Ph.D. 
Director of Research-LSU Eye Center 
Director of Research Development 
Professor of Ophthalmology and Neuroscience 
Louisiana State University  
School of Medicine in New Orleans 
 
Joanne M. Jordan, M.D., M.P.H. 
Herman and Louise Smith  
Distinguished Professor of Medicine 
Director, Thurston Arthritis Research Center 
Chief, Division of Rheumatology, Allergy, and 
Immunology, Department of Medicine 
Professor of Medicine and Orthopaedics 
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill  
School of Medicine 
 
Adina L. Kalet, M.D., M.P.H. 
Director of Research, Division of  
Educational Informatics, Department of Medicine 
Associate Professor of Medicine and Surgery 
New York University School of Medicine 
 
Nadine T. Katz, M.D. 
Associate Dean for Students 
Director, Women's Health Undergraduate  
Medical Education 
Associate Professor of Clinical Obstetrics and 
Gynecology and Women's Health 
Albert Einstein College of Medicine of  
Yeshiva University 
 
Norma S. Kenyon, Ph.D. 
Martin Kleiman Chair in Diabetes Research 
Director, Wallace H. Coulter Center for  
Translational Research 
Professor of Medicine, Microbiology & Immunology 
and Biomedical Engineering 
University of Miami Leonard M. Miller  
School of Medicine 
 
Abigail F. Klemsz, M.D., Ph.D. 
Associate Director, Pediatric  
Residency Program 
Associate Professor of Clinical Pediatrics 
Indiana University School of Medicine 
 
Elizabeth J. Kovacs, Ph.D. 
Vice Chair for Research, Department of Surgery 
Director of Research, Burn and Shock Trauma Institute 
Professor of Surgery 
Professor of Cell Biology, Neurobiology & Anatomy 
Loyola University Chicago Stritch School of Medicine 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Valarae O. Lewis, M.D. 
Associate Director, Sarcoma Center 
Associate Director Thoracic/Orthopaedic Center 
Program Director, Musculoskeletal  
Oncology Fellowship 
Chief, Section of Orthopaedic Oncology, Department 
of Surgical Oncology 
Associate Professor of Orthopaedic Oncology 
University of Texas - M.D. Anderson Cancer Center 
 
Alma B. Littles, M.D. 
Senior Associate Dean for Medical Education and 
Academic Affairs 
Professor of Family Medicine and Rural Health 
Florida State University College of Medicine 
 
Pauline M. Maki, Ph.D. 
Associate Professor of Psychiatry and Psychology 
University of Illinois at Chicago College of Medicine 
 
Stephanie C. McClure, M.D., F.A.C.P. 
Mirick-Myers Endowed Chair of Excellence in 
Geriatric Medicine 
Chief, Division of Geriatrics, Departments of Internal 
Medicine and Family and Community Medicine 
Director, Geriatrics Clerkship 
Texas Tech University Health Sciences Center  
School of Medicine 
 
Diana V. Messadi, M.M.Sc., D.D.S., D.M.S. 
Chair, Orofacial Pain, Oral Medicine,  
Oral Biology and Medicine 
Professor of Oral Medicine, Oral Biology and 
Medicine 
University of California at Los Angeles  
School of Dentistry 
 
Janet P. Niemeier, Ph.D., A.B.P.P. 
Director, Inpatient Neuropsychology and 
Rehabilitation Psychology Services 
Associate Professor of Physical Medicine and 
Rehabilitation 
Virginia Commonwealth University School of Medicine 
 
Maureen A. Novak, M.D. 
Associate Dean for Medical Education 
Vice Chair of Pediatric Education, Department of 
Pediatrics 
Director, Pediatric Residency Program 
Associate Professor of Pediatrics 
University of Florida College of Medicine 
 
Barbara E. Ostrov, M.D. 
Chief, Division of Pediatric Rheumatology,  
Allergy and Immunology, Department of Pediatrics 
Interim Chief, Division of Rheumatology 
Administrative Vice Chair, Department of Pediatrics 
Professor of Pediatrics and Medicine 
Pennsylvania State University College of Medicine 

Tina L. Palmieri, M.D. 
Assistant Chief of Burns, Shriners Hospital for Children 
Director, Burn Center 
Associate Professor of Surgery 
University of California, Davis, School of Medicine 
 
Katherine E. Paton, M.D., F.R.C.S.C. 
Executive Associate Dean, Clinical and Community 
Partnerships 
Clinical Professor of Ophthalmology and  
Visual Sciences 
University of British Columbia Faculty of Medicine 
 
Elizabeth M. Petty, M.D. 
Associate Dean for Student Programs 
Medical Director, Genetic Counseling  
Training Program 
Professor of Internal Medicine  
Professor of Human Genetics 
University of Michigan Medical School 
 
Donna M. Russo, Ph.D. 
Associate Dean of Medical Education 
Director, Interdisciplinary Foundations of Medicine 
Professor of Microbiology and Immunology 
Drexel University College of Medicine 
 
Darshana Shah, Ph.D. 
Chief, Section of Academic Pathology,  
Department of Pathology  
Assistant Dean for Professional Development in 
Medical Education 
Professor of Pathology 
Joan C. Edwards School of Medicine at  
Marshall University 
 
Nancy D. Spector, M.D. 
Associate Chair of Education and Faculty 
Development, Department of Pediatrics 
Associate Director, Pediatric Residency Program 
Associate Professor of Pediatrics 
Drexel University College of Medicine 
 
Mary Frances Stavropoulos, D.D.S. 
Director, Undergraduate Oral and Maxillofacial 
Surgery Curriculum 
Associate Professor of Oral and  
Maxillofacial Surgery 
University of Florida College of Dentistry 
 
Gyongyi Szabo, M.D., Ph.D. 
Chief, Gastroenterology Research 
Associate Dean for Clinical and  
Translational Research 
Director, Hepatology and Liver Center 
Director, Clinical/Translational Research Pathway 
Associate Director, MD/PhD Program 
Professor of Medicine 
University of Massachusetts Medical School 



 
Pamela B. Teaster, Ph.D. 
Chair, Department of Gerontology 
Director, Graduate Center for Gerontology 
Professor of Gerontology 
University of Kentucky College of Public Health 
 
Amanda M. Termuhlen, M.D. 
Associate Chief of Clinical Research,  
Academics and Education, Division of Pediatric 
Hematology/Oncology/Bone Marrow Transplant 
Director, Cancer Survivorship Program 
Director Pediatric Blood and Marrow  
Transplant Program 
Professor of Pediatrics 
The Ohio State University College of Medicine 
 
Melanie B. Thomas, M.D., M.S. 
Associate Director of Clinical Investigations, Hollings 
Cancer Center 
Grace E. DeWolff Chair in Medical Oncology 
Associate Professor of Medicine 
Medical University of South Carolina  
College of Medicine 
 
Gail E. Tomlinson, M.D., Ph.D. 
Director, Division of Pediatric Hematology-Oncology 
Interim Director, Greehey Children's Cancer Research 
Institute 
Greehey Distinguished Chair in Genetics of Cancer 
Professor of Pediatrics 
University of Texas Medical School at San Antonio 
 
 
 
 

Elisabeth J. Van Bockstaele, Ph.D. 
Vice Chair for Research, Department of  
Neurological Surgery 
Director, Graduate Program in Neuroscience 
Professor of Neurological Surgery 
Professor of Pathology, Anatomy and Cell Biology 
Jefferson Medical College of  
Thomas Jefferson University 
 
Monica L. Vetter, Ph.D. 
Interim Chair, Department of  
Neurobiology and Anatomy 
Professor of Neurobiology and Anatomy 
University of Utah School of Medicine 
 
Janice D. Wagner, D.V.M., Ph.D. 
Deputy Associate Dean of Research 
Director, Animal Resources Program 
Professor of Pathology 
Wake Forest University School of Medicine 
 
Debrah Wirtzfeld, M.D., M.Sc., F.R.C.S.C., F.A.C.S. 
Provincial Head, Surgical Oncology,  
CancerCare Manitoba 
Associate Professor of Surgery, Oncology, Community 
Health Sciences and Microbiology and  
Clinical Genetics 
University of Manitoba Faculty of Medicine 
 
Terri L. Young, M.D. 
Professor of Ophthalmology and Pediatrics 
Duke University School of Medicine 
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